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calculated1 that the mortality of males of the free population of India as a whole, under ordinary conditions, is at the rate of 25.8 per 1,000 of the number at the age-period fifteen to sixty-six years, which may be held to cover the ages of the prisoners. The gaol death-rate in 1903 was only 21.38 per 1,000, The prisoners are drawn chiefly from the lowest and most unhealthy classes of the population. These results are striking enough, but they are rendered still more striking by the fact that they show a continuous tendency that has operated from year to year. Any particular year's figures might be due to some exceptional circumstances; but when we find that for the last few years the death-rate of the general population has been steadily rising, while that of the gaol population has been steadily falling, we get an incontrovertible testimony to the practical efficacy of the gospel of sanitary science even in India.
I think I have shown that it is not the racial tendencies, nor the climate., nor any irremediable conditions in India that cause so great a loss of life. These drawbacks apply, in some cases with greater force, to the gaol population of India, and yet the gaol population shows not only a better death-rate, but a constantly improving death-rate year by year. A comparison, therefore, with the facts of life and health in healthier countries
1 P. 58 of the Report, of the Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of India for 1903.